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in its feeling. In Europe and America the body of
scientific knowledge grows with the continuous
development of Aristotelian and synthetic thinking
from the fourth century B.C. The spiritual change to
Communism in these countries of the classical tradition,
therefore, is less radical. The seeds of scientific
liberalism, which must evolve as Communism even-
tually, have been sown already by Socrates, by
Aristotle, by Galileo, by Darwin, by Marx and by
Einstein. The conflict between "science" and "re-
ligion," a conflict practically without significance in the
thousand years of Russian history, has been fought out
in Western Europe and America, a continuous and
gradual victory of science over the Oriental fotces of
non-scientific thought. In Russia the victory of science
and the scientific conception of liberty have been
carried on the wings of social hatred and revenge, and
this leaven of acrimony may for ever mark off the
Soviet spiritual realisation from the same victory
elsewhere. The struggle in Europe and America may
attain to armed proportions, but already the victory of
science is implicit in the traditions of Western thought.
It is ironical that the kst stronghold of non-scientific
thought (Fascism) should appear in Italy, a land of the
liberal and classical tradition^ whilst the victory of
science over Oriental mysticism should appear in